
Publish Your Own eBook @ PPLD
Workshop 2:

Format and promote your eBook
2:00-2:45 p.m.



Smashwords is for eBooks as 
YouTube is for videos



Smashwords is a “publishing 
and distribution platform for 
indie publishers and authors.”



“With OverDrive, you can 
borrow and enjoy free eBooks, 
audiobooks, and more from 
your library’s digital 
collection.”



Smashwords distribution channels:



Only eBooks in the Premium 
Catalog can be distributed 
through Smashwords’ sales 
distribution channels and to 
libraries



Only eBooks that satisfy high 
technical and formatting 
standards are included in the 
Premium Catalog



Goal:
To learn how to submit an 
eBook file to Smashwords that 
is approved for the 
Smashwords Premium Catalog



What do I need to get started?
• Sign up with Smashwords

http://www.smashwords.com





What do I need to get started?
• Sign up with Smashwords

• Study the Smashwords website and 
download eBooks

• Evaluate eBooks to get ideas about 
limitations and formatting



Create your own Style Sheet
All fonts Times New Roman

Indent first line 0.03

Block quotes indent all 0.03 both sides. Hard return before and 
after.

Book title 16 bold
Book text 12
Headings 12 bold
Image captions 11
Chapter titles 14 bold
Chapter authors 12 bold
Endnotes 11
Bibliography 12

Superscript note numbers in chapter text.



What do I need to get started?
• Sign up with Smashwords

• Study the Smashwords website and 
download eBooks

• Evaluate eBooks to get ideas about 
limitations and formatting

• Download and read The Smashwords Style 
Guide by Mark Coker (free)
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What do I need to get started?
• Sign up with Smashwords

• Study the Smashwords website and 
download eBooks

• Evaluate eBooks to get ideas about 
limitations and formatting

• Download and read The Smashwords Style 
Guide by Mark Coker (free)

• Complete a publish-ready book file in 
Microsoft Word .doc format

• Write a descriptive and powerful title



First Impressions
All’s Well that Ends Well
Trimalchio in West Egg
The Last Man in Europe
Strangers from Within
Tomorrow Is Another Day
Catch-11
Atticus

Pride and Prejudice
War and Peace
The Great Gatsby
1984
Lord of the Flies
Gone With the Wind
Catch-22
To Kill a Mockingbird

Source: “A Collection of Rejected Titles for Classic Books.” Flavorwire. http://flavorwire.com/230294/25‐
original‐and‐rejected‐titles‐of‐classic‐books (accessed September 23, 2014).

Classics That Almost Weren’t



What else do I need to get started?

• Create an inviting, easy to read 1,400+ 
pixels-wide cover image in .jpg or .png format



Best seller in 
Fiction>>
Romance>>
Contemporary



Best seller in 
Nonfiction>>
Entertainment>>
Biography



What else do I need to get started?
• Create an inviting, easy to read 1,400+ 

pixels-wide cover image in .jpg or .png format

• Write a brief and engaging bio (sell yourself!)

• Write a short description of the eBook (no 
more than 400 characters)

• Write a long description of the eBook 
(optional, but no more than 4,000 characters)

• Tags and categories that concisely describe 
your eBook

• Price if you want to sell the eBook (need to 
provide a tax number)



Minding Your Business
class by Terry Zarsky

Tue., Oct. 14, from 8:30-10 a.m.
Penrose Library

Learn how to research starting or 
growing a business

Registration is required for this free 
class (online: ppld.org or call: 531-6333)



Uploading Your eBook to Smashwords
• Format a Microsoft Word .doc file per Coker’s 

instructions
• Upload the Word .doc file and cover file

Meat Grinder
• Meat Grinder converts .doc file to eBook 

formats     AutoVetter
• AutoVetter identifies issues Download an 

ePub file to evaluate
• Make corrections to the .doc file

upload .doc file
• Rinse and repeat



ePub (universal, most readers/phones/ 
computers, except early Kindle versions)

mobi (Kindle compatible)

pdf (computers, most readers)

rtf (most readers)

lrf (early Sony readers)

pdb (Palm)

txt (universal plain text w/out formatting)

Smashwords’ Online Reader

DRM











































http://ppld.worldcat.org























Smashwords Formatting Tips
• Read The Smashwords Style Guide

• Use “Make it a Preorder” on the Publish 
Page (future release date)

• Perfection is not possible

• Follow Smashwords Formatting Tips

• Don’t get frustrated!

• Pay someone else to get frustrated

• Be a superior communicator

• Use coupons for feedback and marketing



Marketing your eBook

• Website

• Social Media
o Blog
o Twitter
o Facebook
o Linkedin
o YouTube

• Email

• Direct mail (snail mail)

• Multiple contacts

• Reviews and WOM













Questions?



EZ Endnotes with Zotero:
A Publish Your Own @ PPLD workshop

Penrose Adult Meeting Room
Fri., Nov. 21, 9-10:30 a.m.

Reservations and information at
http://RegionalHistorySeries.org

Zotero is a free and fun to use bibliographic citation manager 
that integrates with library catalogs, databases, and websites 
to make it easy to create endnotes, footnotes, and 
bibliographies in Microsoft Word and LibreOffice.




